366                To Sir Horace Mann               [irrs

amazingly well, considering lie had suffered by it from
twenty to seventy-three ! Still as he never had had it in
his head or stomach, I never was alarmed till last summer,
when he had a low lingering fever, and sickness and pain
in his breast, with returns of an excessive palpitation at
his heart, which formerly much alarmed me, but of which
he had been free for some years. He got better and went
to the Bath, which gave him the gout, and he returned
quite well; so well, that, alarmed at our situation, he
thought of drawing some money out of the stocks and
buying an annuity, saying he thought his life as good
as any man's for five years. I am sure I thought so too.
Oil Thursday last, being surprised at his not calling on me
for three days, which was unusual, I went to him and was
told that he was very ilL I found him in bed ; he had so
violent a pain in his breast that two days before he had
sent for Dr. Thomas, whom he had consulted in the summer,
though of all men the most averse to physicians. Thomas
had given him an hundred drops of laudanum and assa-
foetida. Mr. Chute said, f It is not the gout; I have had my
palpitation, and fear it is something of a polypus.' Thus,
perfectly reasonable, though with much more indifference
than he who was all spirit ancj eagerness used to have,
I attributed it to the laudanum, and indeed he desired me
to leave him, as he was heavy, and wanted to sleep. He
dozed all that evening, and had no return of pain. On
Friday morning, still without pain. I saw him again*
He had taken more assafoetida, but no more laudanum ;
yet, when I said I trusted the pain was gone, he said,
* I do not know; the effects of the laudanum are not yet
gone/ I said I thought that impossible; that the pain would
have surmounted the laudanum by that time, if the pain
were not removed. I was coming hither on business, and
charged his gentleman to send for me if the pain returned*                               for parting with everything, to be ill-humouredly chagrined
